
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our mission is to proclaim, by word and example,  
the good news of God in Christ, and to build a spiritual community  

forming Christians of all ages through worship, education, and outreach. 

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD 
 

Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist Rite II – 9:30am 
February 2, 2025 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

8:00 Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:30 Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent, for this is the house of God. 

Before the service speak to the Lord; during the service let the Lord speak to you; 

After the service speak to one another. 



 

 
The Rector’s Welcome 

 

Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church! This time of year calls us 
to recognize how God’s light shines in our lives and community. 
Just as the star led the wise men to Bethlehem, we should also be 
attentive to God’s guiding presence in our lives. Let’s take some 
time in the new year to deepen our faith, explore new ways of 
serving others, and carry Christ’s light into a world that needs 
hope and love. 

Whether you are a long-time member or visiting us for the first 
time, we are delighted you are here. Our worship, fellowship, and 
outreach ministries are dedicated to celebrating God’s grace and 
welcoming all into the life of Christ. If you want to take your place 
at St. John’s, please reach out to a member of the clergy; we are 
always happy to help parishioners find ways to be more fully 
engaged. 

I pray we are all continually filled with wonder and joy as we 
proclaim the good news of God’s love for all people here in 
Tampa. If you would like to have a meal with a member of the 
clergy to talk about your faith, discuss a new outreach initiative, 
or just have a conversation, please reach out to Jan DePinto: 
jdepinto@stjohnstampa.org 

 

Faithfully yours, 
 

 

The Rev. Christian M. Wood 

 

 



The people stand as the Ministers enter 

Processional Hymn   259 Old 120th 

 

PROPER ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People  There is one hope in God's call to us; 
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People  One God and Father of all. 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   S-278 William Mathias 

Glory to God in the highest,  
 and peace to His people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God. 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of the Father. Amen. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this 
day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by 
Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

The people sit  

THE EPISTLE Hebrews 2:14-18 

Lector  A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

Since the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
nature, that through death he might destroy him who has the power of death, that 
is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 
bondage. For surely it is not with angels that he is concerned but with the 
descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to be made like his brethren in every 
respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God, to make expiation for the sins of the people. For because he himself has suffered 
and been tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 

The people stand 

Pre-K and Elementary School-aged children now follow the cross to Children’s Chapel 

 

 

 

 



SEQUENCE HYMN   324 Picardy 

 

THE GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

And when the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, “Every male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to 
offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, 



or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And inspired 
by the Spirit he came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the law, he took him up in his arms 
and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word; 
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation 
which thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to thy people Israel.” 

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him; and Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 

“Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 
and for a sign that is spoken against 
(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), 
that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed.” 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phan′u-el, of the tribe of Asher; 
she was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years from her 
virginity, and as a widow till she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that 
very hour she gave thanks to God, and spoke of him to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. And when they had performed everything according to 
the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And the 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon 
him.  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people sit 

THE SERMON Father Wood 

 

 

 

 

 



PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES 

MAYA ELIZABETH DANNER |  KATHERINE METTA MATSON 

Celebrant  The Candidate(s) for Holy Baptism will now be presented.  

The candidates are presented individually by their Parents and Godparents, as follows 

Parents and  
Godparents   I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

When all have been presented, the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the 
Christian faith and life? 

Parents and  
Godparents      I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant   Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full 
stature of Christ? 

Parents and  
Godparents     I will, with God's help. 

Question  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that 
    rebel against God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy 

the creatures of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from   
   the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer I do. 
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 
Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the whole congregation saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life 
in Christ? 

People  We will. 

The Celebrant then says   

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our 
own baptismal covenant. 

All stand. 



THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
         He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
                 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
             He descended to the dead. 
            On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
the bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News  
of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor  
as yourself? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES 

The Celebrant says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

The altar party, candidates, and family now process to the baptismal font. 

The Cantor leads the following petitions 

Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 



Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant concludes the petitions with the following prayer 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in 
the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns 
now and forever. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 

   The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt 
into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed 
by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, 
from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.  

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 
By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in 
joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who 
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BAPTISM 

Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant who then pours water upon the candidate, saying 

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 



Then the Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead with Chrism the sign of the 
cross and saying 

N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever. 
Amen. 

When this action has been completed, the Celebrant prays for the newly baptized saying: 

Celebrant  Let us pray.  

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon 
these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. 
Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, 
the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 
and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

Celebrant  
and People  We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of   
   Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in   
   his eternal priesthood. 

THE PEACE   

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

The people sit  

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Offertory Sentence 

Offertory Anthem When to the temple Mary went Johannes Eccard 

The people stand 

Hymn 94, Stanza 6 Winchester Old  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

When to the temple Mary went,  
and brought the Holy Child,  
Him did the aged Simeon see,  
as it had been revealed.  
He took up Jesus in his arms and blessing God he said:  
In peace I now depart, my Saviour having seen,  
The Hope of Israel, the Light of men. 

Help now thy servants,  
gracious Lord, that we may ever be,  
As once the faithful Simeon was,  
rejoicing but in Thee;  
And when we must from earth departure take,  
May gently fall asleep and with Thee wake. 

6. "All glory be to God on high 
and on earth be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to men 
begin and never cease." 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer B 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus and Benedictus  S128 William Mathias 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The remain standing as they are able 

Celebrant 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

 

 

 

 



Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory 

Celebrant 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under 
your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the ever-blessed Virgin 
Mary, blessed John, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and people 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread after which the following anthem is said 

Fraction Anthem   S-165 Lamb of God William Mathias 

Jesus, Lamb of God: Have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: Have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world: Give us your peace. 

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  



All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table.  
If you are not receiving, you are invited to come forward for a blessing  

(indicated by crossing your arms over your chest). 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words  

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Amen. 

or with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.]  

Communion Motet   Nunc dimittis in F Sir George Dyson 

Sung by the choir 

Communion Hymn   513    Bridegroom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
    according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God,  
heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

The Celebrant gives the Blessing. 

THE DISMISSAL     

The Deacon gives the Dismissal. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Processional Hymn   436 Truro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front cover art:  
Albrecht Dürer, The Presentation of Christ in the Temple, woodcut, 1503-1505, The Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London. 
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THE CLERGY AND STAFF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE REVEREND CHRISTIAN M. WOOD 
XVII Rector 

THE REVEREND DALE W. VAN WORMER 
Associate Priest for Liturgy and Formation 

THE REVEREND CHARLES E. CONNELLY 
Retired Priest in Residence 

SIMON J. MORLEY 
Organist and Director of Music 

LAURIE D. LAWTHER 
Parish Administrator 

JANICE A. DE PINTO 
Parish Secretary 

RODERICK MORRIS 
Sexton 

 

THE REVEREND DONALD P. GOODHEART 
Retired Priest in Residence 

THE REVEREND MARY ALICE LOPEZ 
Deacon 

THE REVEREND TANIA M. WILKES 
Deacon 

HUGH A. R. JEBSON 
Head of St. John’s School 

LEE M. LOWRY 
Director of Communications 

AYANA S. GRADY 
Director of Children, Youth &                                   

Family Ministries 

ELIZABETH S. GRAHAM (2024) 
Senior Warden 

ANDREW M. BROWN (2025) 
Junior Warden 

DOUGLAS F. ARTHUR 
Treasurer 

LAURA V. HOBBY 
Clerk of the Vestry 

 

ROBERT O. ALTER  (2026) 
RODDY D. BELFATTI (2025) 

CARY R. BROWN (2026) 
C. TWEED ECKHARD (2025) 

DONNA A. GEM (2024) 
JOHN N. GIORDANO (2024) 

JEFFREY M. HUNT (2026) 
LISA J. LEAL (2026) 

JOHN H. MCKAY (2025) 
STEPHEN B. STRASKE, II (2024) 


